WE VALUE... RESPECT FOR THE COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT

THE STRENGTH, .,

AS THE ENORMITY OF THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE BUSHFIRES WHICH SWEPT MELBOURNE IN FEBRUARY
BECAME APPARENT, A NUMBER OF HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL AND MOTIVATED LEADERS ON THE DEER PARK BYPASS
PROJECT REALISED THERE WAS A NEED TO DO MORE THAN JUST RAISE FUNDS. THE URGENCY OF THE SITUATION
NECESSITATED IMMEDIATE ACTION.

The team leaders called a Toolbox Meeting for all site Maddy recalls peeking out from under a tarp as the fire -

members where they identified that although money would passed by — when she first looked, she could see ducks

certainly be needed in the long term to re-establish homes flying above her and horses grazing in an adjacent field.

and communities, some hands-on, tangible assistance could Moments later when she looked again, those same ducks ',,r,_ 1

be offered at once by the site staff. were lying dead and yet the horses continued to graze, ﬁ -
. completely unaffected 'so random and rapid was the f|re s N

_+ The true depth of the tragedy was brought home to the team
" by Foreman John “Poss” Watson. He, his wife Marlene and
their two boys live in St Andrews at the top of a mountain When she’s released from h03|ta1 h&idy will li
with a single access road. On Black Saturday, Poss cof grandpar;ents Verne and Val.  site he
see the smoke, but believing the fire was still some hou a trus fqr her ai g
away, he was yet to make the decision to stay-or leave.
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side of the mountain and had it not been for a sudden wind«  ~
ghangé‘%ss and his family me} not be he;e to sha‘reth i

path. a r ‘_ﬂ.

Ul - with Vern nd
4 ch is thb I j

“wAn lntegra art of
ﬂ '@r St KII

ind chan? the firt gwards

it took the lives ©f Poss and Marlene’s ...]
thelr daughter. Téll’ otper daug‘ﬂer )
Iy survnbd b ﬂeel"hq toa

a2

¢ firdad Passed, F

e man thse lifelh

'- onj-l -




tional medi _She ha t .
rfunatij/ acc‘:'es&tb-n B‘g Jwas .

QOtérre , Ray arranged for shed'to 1

f,_ " The message began to spread beyond the site that the
- Deer Park Bypass team was raIIylng forces to help. Sub--

contractors and business ass ?_stepped up, realising
%at help was needuiﬂow anﬁa this extended team was
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On another occasion, Mick was talking to the children at

ol in Arthur’s Creek who were worried
about the homeless and injured possums and birds that had
taken up residence in the school roof. The team asked how
d R it could help e principal of the school showed them

g appieva  to help - some possum boxes and bird houses that had survived the

‘andhfe er at ngson was tree g ] ke with A Bobbera who,asked Phil Prime

her home -Tnuﬁdmg rId— am, whos or ra e could help. Phil quietly set to

dﬁu n?fe A f|re ‘ pt (  school with 12 possum boxes and 8
red wildlife from further harm.
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On top of all the practical assistance, there were cash
donations rolling in with the amount raised by site staff being
around $13,000.

Most importantly, the Deer Park Bypass team has pledged
its on-going support to the bushfire victims. Understanding
that over time there will be other causes or charities which
capture the public attention, the site team’s individuals are
staying in touch with those they’ve helped, ensuring that
there is continuity of friendship and trust as those affected
seek to rebuild their lives.

Most recently, the principal of Flowerdale Primary School,
which was lost in the fire, contacted the team, seeking its
assistance. The school had planned an outing for the children
and decided on a pe e musical Wicked.
Lacking the finances ed for assistance and
between Leightoﬁ a of IDarley Stud, the cost
was able to be shar and 15 adults are off to
r path to recovery.
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They would particularly like to highlight the outstanding
efforts of the foremen who were seconded to the clean up
company - Trudi Magill, Mick Griffin, Chris Hope and John
Watson - whose extraordinary commitment had such a
significant impact on so many people - and to Ray Wall and
Gary Briggs for their full support and encouragement of the
entire team’s efforts.
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The ruins of a community hall in Calignee are a reminder of
the horrific events of Black Saturday. The community has
vowed to rebuild and reclaim their lives, paying tribute to
those who perished. The chimney is being dismantled brick
by brick, with each brick numbered before it is restored

to its place in the chimney to stand strong and proud as a
testament to the enduring human spirit.

The Deer Park Bypass team members should also sta
proud for the dedication they have shown to communit

family. -
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